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INTRODUCTION.

This is the third and the last part of the Arthasfistra,
The readings of the Punjab and Mysore editions as compared
with those in this, the Trivandrum edition, are given as
Appendix No. I. An index of important and ditticult words
occurring in the work is given as Appendix No. Il and the
archaic words as No. II1.

Thore are two divisions of FewwasFm in FgfarrEm-
&, known as FFYARIIEAH and Ysameagawm. The fiest
teaches hunger-remedying yogas which would enable one to
observe menthly, paksha and other similar fasts.  The second
teaches a yoga by which one could see through darkness, five
yogas by which it would be possible to walk without being
visible to others, as well as those by which cows, birds ete.,
may be made invisible and several other wonderful yogas of
similar nature.  Whether these yogas will be really effective
is a question to he solved by actual practice which is possible
only if the proper ways of applying medicines and man-
tras are well understood.  And a correct knowledge of these
ways will have to be acquired frém persons who ure masters
in them. Hence those desirous of practising the yogas
should have to scek the assistance of masters possessing prac-
tical experience. For our part, we can do nothing but
explain the text and belicve in the several statements made
therein, in accordance with our estimate of the author. But
we cannot be expected to show the cffects of these yogas just
as the commentator of the passuge, ®rar gEEmY a9@, canmot
be expected to show the effects of the gfe. It iy on this
ground that we said towards the end of sevwavars —

gt ReqfrmemfyHvsadansm:
wTEg ATy Aead, anEneTE: |

In the gRgasas®r, Duryodhana is mentioned along with
Ravana. The same Duryodhana is also mentioned along
with Jayatsena, while dealing with gamblers. Again Nalu
and Dharmaputra who have sustained defeat at the hands of
the gamblers are also referred to. It is clear from the above
that in this prakarana Kautalya has the Mahabharata itsclf in
his mind. Though the stories in the gRFawas®wr about
Dambhodbhava, Haihayarjuna ete., arc all traced in ihe Ma-
habharata, it has to be found out to what Itihasa the stories
of Dandakya, Karala etc., belong. The same is also the cuse

with the story of Katyayanas &e, indicated by w_ug%: frwetfy

t
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TR TAAT; MESTRARNR FOEY, g etc., in the Sama-
yacharika of the fifth Adhikarana.

, We have omitted owing to seribal error to mention the
Ambhiyas while enumerating, in the introduction to the first
volume, the names of A(‘hdl‘y‘l\ referred to by Kautalya. We
have also omitted to commeit on the w ord, @mfir.  Ambhi
means  Bhishma and Ambhiyas are Bhishma’s followers,
(Vide Sanskrit introduction for details).

That wrgz=diga is 577, g is ar7 and a@eAny is 36T ix
also explained fully in the Sanskrit introduction.

It is apparent from what Kautalya says that Drona and
other Acharyas were also authors of Arthasastra and that
their works were known at the time of Kautalya,  This has
already been pointed out in the introduction to the second
volume. Further, it is a well-known fact that Drona and
others were well-versed in state-craft. 1t is  therefore pos.
sible that they should also have written some works which
had existed at the time of Kautalya but which might have
subsequently been losts just ax the Vyakaranas of (x(l.l‘“ oy and
others which had existed at the time of Panini were lost
afterwards. It should here be remembered that we have
shown in the introduction to the first volume that the works
of Brihaspati and Vizalaksha referred to by Kautalya existed
at the time of Visvartipacharya, the comwentator of arga=m-
gfd.  Since it has been proved that there were works written
by Brihaspati and Visaliksha we can very well infer that
there were also works written by Drona and, others who are
mentioned by Kautalya along with Brihaspati and Vigalaksha,

In dealing with the argmments of Dr. Jolly in the in-
troduction to hlS edition, we had also oceasion to cxamine
some views of Dr. Winternitz referred to therein.  Now we
may Lx.umnc Dr. Winternitz's article on “Kautaliya Artha-
sastra” that appeared in the April issue of the “Caleuttn Re-
view” for 1924. Therein he tries to establish certain theories
in respect of the Arthasastra. But the arguments advanced
by him are teo weak to support them. We shall take up
three of the theories which descrve examination.

1. The author of the Arthasastra is not a contemporary
of Chs mdrauupt.x Maurya, for Megasthenes and Kautalya
differ widely in their accounts.

2. It is impossible that one man should have been

pecmlbt in numerous branches of knowledge.

2. The foul measures recommended m the worls take
away much ot its merit, ’
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We have already done with the first two questions
the introduction to the second part where it has been shown
that the author of the Arthasastra was a contemporary and
minister of Chandragupta Maurya and that it is perfectly
possible that a single author could be a specialist in several
departments of knowledge. In fact, the very attempt to
compare and.contrast the accounts of Kautalya and Megas-
thenes is unwarranted.  For, one lays down rules for the
conduct of government while the other gives expression to
his impressions which must neecssarily be swayed by feel-
ings ol’ likes and dislikes. It is thus clear that the two ue-
counts may differ from each other.

As to the third question, it is true that the Arthasastra
recommends to a king various steps of deceiving, subjugating,
killing his own sons, ministers and cther high state officials
as well as neighbouring princes, with the help of spies. In
the srafirmeoma of Agmfawwm dare deseribed  various
methods of playing upon the religiosity of the people for the
purpose of collecting revenue from them. In the fifth and
sixth chapters of the same Adhikarana we are told how a
minister should subdue his king and assume all the powers.
All these would no doubt diseredit the work.  Dr. Winternitz
thinks that it is quite inconsiztent in an author to profess him-
sclf to be a follower of Dharma and at the same time udvocate
pufair methods.  But we are however of opinion that cven
the sage Buddhawould not but have given similar adviees
had he written an Arthadastra.  Suppose i good king, but
weak and helpless, and in ‘imminent danger of attack by a
cruel and powdrful opponent, approaches a master of the
Arthisastra for advice as to how he should save himself and
his kingdom from the enemy, then what will be his counsel?
Will it be that'he should surrender all his possessions to his
enemy or become an anchorite or an ascetic ? No. For
both the advices would be highly detrimental to him and te
his subjects. What he must nceds instruct is that he, -the
king, should resort to such steps as are described above even
though verging on vices, which would in the: end save him
from™ thedanger. And no author of Arthasastra can. be
charged with transgressing the limits of morality if, of course,
his intention be that the weak and helpless king, by acting

~up to his advice, should come out victorious and should later
on seek to remove, by wise and virtuous rule, the sin result-
g from the cruel steps adopted; just as the sinker of a well
after digging washes off with the water of the well the dirt
that has accumulated in his body while in the course of

digging.
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Bosides, Kautalya speeifically states that unrighteous
measures should be resorted to only ‘against the kad and
not against the good; thus

When mowmentous state matters requiring large funds
have to be attended to, it is the duty of the king to collect
fands from the people, for without them the very existence
of the state will be in danger. At such times, when the king
has naturally to take to unfair measures of collection putting
the people to severe hardships, Kautalya places sufficient re-
straint on him by ruling out that cven then only such
measures should be adopted as would not wound popular
feelings. Has Kautalya strayed away from the path of.
Dharma, here?  When the functions of the state are
duly fulfilled with the help of the funds collected, the merits
issuing out of them would expiate the sin of unfair col-
lection, Moreover, politics by 1ts very nature is mixed vp
with deceits; and hence it is that Kalidasa, though he has
adopted to a very great extent the beautiful artha topics
from the Arthasastra in his Kavyas, observes in the words
of an oppouent (fafy) in slmmawg=® that politics is stig-
matised with deception; just as a Srotriya Brahmin is guilty
of sacrificing animals.

The statcnent that the @tmgarfmo teaches ministers
and courtiers how to gain and retain a king’s favour and to
get all power in their own hands, is quite wrong. What is
taught in the fifth chapter of this adhikarana is how the
officers working in various departments of the state should
do their work properly and how when a king gets addicted
10 evil habits it should he the duty of the ministers to bring
himn round to sober ways of living by following hij as his
boon companions. In the sixth chapter of the same adhi-
karana, after criticising the opinion of Bharadvaja, viz.,
when the king is dead, the minister should usurp the throne,
putting the heir-apparent to death; Kautalya teaches that,
niinisters should, at the king’s death, install the prince and
work, heart and soul, for his well-being, This sense of the
two chapters is clear and unmistakeable.

- The charge levelled against the Arthasastra. that it tea-
ches unrighteous methods is thus set aside. The work,
therefore, comes to be regarded as equivalent to Dharma-
sustra’in as much as the methods recommended in it render it
possible to run the machinery of the state in accordance with-

!
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the principles of Dharma. It follows that the connection
claimed by Dr. Winternitz between the Arthasastra™and the
Lokayata has no ground to stand upon if he takes,the word
Lokayata as meaning Atheism. 1f, however, he means by
it Nyayasastra which is included in the sfif@aht, then the
connection referred to above needs no special mention, as
there is no sastra which is not governed by the Nyaya
system. ‘ -

The answer to the similar doubts is contained in our
commentary on the sloka ‘

“aﬁnﬁawﬁanﬁwﬁ qify =)’

“at the concluding portion of the work, It is this:—

In the Arthasastrs are mentioned various methods of
deceiving other people and of killing enemies through secret
spies. 1f so, how can it be said that the work is in accord-
ance with the principles of Dharm:? We should here bear
in mind that the first and foremost duty of a kidg is protec-
tion of his subjects. Even when a king acts without swerv-
ing from the path of righteousness, the virtuous neighbour-
ing princes are likely to get jealous and may begin
to harbour inimical feelings and take to unfair ways of pre-
venting him from ruling properly. That being so, it is im-
possible for a king to. get on without being harassed by
others or without himsolf harassing them or again without
taking counter measures against opponents. Hence it is
legitimate [or a king to be well acquainted with all sorts of
foul practices so as to cnable him to take such mcasures as
would ward oft his enemies aiming them' at him.  And the
Arthagastra which recommends such practices, conduces, by
acting as the means of driving out cvils, to the Dharma of
protecting a king’s subjects. ' ‘

I think it'is not possible for any man even to conceive'
of the idea of writing a book like the . Arthassstra if he dogs
not possess a thorough practical knowledge of the subjects

rtaining to it. When such is the fact we would-like to
Eﬁow how Dr. Winternitz has stated that the Arthasastra
was written by a Paudit who has no practical knowledge of
politics. His argument, that “endless and pedantic classifi-
cation and definitions” are common in the work of a Pindit
but not of a statesman, has no force at all. For -if endless
classification found in a &astra is an indication - of its author
~having no practical knowledge of the subjects, then the classi-
 fication found in the sastras like the Vedanta, Mimamsa and
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Vyakarana, will also have to be taken as showing that their
respective authors Badardyapa, Jaimini and Panini have
also no practical knowledge of the sastras expounded by
them. Besides, \tatesmaushlp and ability to write a grand
work are not opposed to each othcn They can very well
coexist in a person. :

-Another scholar dopbts  Kautalya’s authorship of thc
Arthagastra on the ground that it mentions the names of
several metals and towns -and villages and countries that
were unknown during the time of “Chandr: agupta Maurya,
We ask what is the source from which he came to learn that
they were unknown in India at that time? It could not be
that there is oculur proof of it, which i, impossible for
obvious reasons.  Nor could it be from the w ritings of an-
cient authors, as 1o 'work stating that they were anknown in
India has so far been forthcoming. Tt must therefore he a
mere conjecture based on imaginative reasoning.  And this
conjecture can be aceepted only if it does not clash  with a
stronger connter-evidence. It is explicitly stated in the
Arthasastra at the heginning, in’the middlé and at the end,
that it was written by Kautalya afias Chanakya or Vishnu
gupta, the minister of - Chandragupta \thll‘y:l‘ and this fact
ix also corrohorated in the Nitisara of Kamandaka who lived
more than a thousand years ago and who can therefore he
expected to know much more about the Arthasastra than we
of the present day. When the niention of the author's
name within the body of the work and the reference to it in
enologistic terms  in another authoritative work stand as di-
reet evidence the contention” that they could be negatived by
a conjecture is, it scems to me, the same as saying that the
light of the sun can be c\tmfrmshed by the darkness of the
nlght.

Trivandrum,)  T. GANAPATI SASTRI.
16--1-25. )
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